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B
ridges. They can be built between people and places. 
They bring communities together, both metaphorically 
and physically. The Tamar Bridge connects Devon 
and Cornwall, the Severn Bridge, England and Wales. 
Practically, they save lengthy detours around estuaries, 
river valleys and across seas. Aesthetically, they can be 

extraordinarily beautiful and their design and engineering something to 
marvel at. They can become the icon of a place, and endear themselves 
in the hearts of locals and nations.

For me, the Humber Bridge is one of those; for no other reason than 
I remember visiting Hull as a child, when the bridge was being built 
and almost finished, forty years ago. I was in awe of the sheer scale, 
a tiny tot stood beneath. It was also the first bridge I crossed after my 
family collected a new motorhome in Hull, not long after the bridge had 
opened to traffic. It was a notable childhood experience, however brief; 
the memory sticks and the bridge has remained an icon.

In celebration of the Humber Bridge’s 40th birthday, we take a tour of 
Britain’s beautiful road bridges; structures that are worthy of creating a 
road trip simply to see them. We also bring you up to date with the latest 
ferry crossings, rules and regulations for travelling to Continental Europe 
and Ireland now that restrictions are beginning to ease. The ferries (and 
Eurotunnel) are a type of bridge in their own right.

We celebrate the 90th birthday of the German manufacturer Dethleffs, 
whose pioneering founder Arist Dethleffs built the first German touring 
caravan for his family – and then built a business making caravans 
(and latterly motorhomes) such was its success. And we introduce you 
to CamperKing, a British campervan manufacturer that specialises in 
creating outstanding VW campervans.

Finally, while many readers love to tour with their beloved pets, there 
are others who prefer a dog-free campsite – and we offer a selection in 
some beautiful locations.

Happy travels,

Caroline Mills, Editor
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Class of ‘22



TOURING MAGAZINE BRINGS YOU THE VERY 

LATEST EYECATCHING LAUNCHES FOR THE 

NEW SEASON FROM LEADING NOTORHOME 

AND CARAVAN MANUFACTURERS

Class of ‘22

It’s the time of year when manufacturers in the UK and across Continental Europe 
showcase their line-ups and any new ranges, models and layouts for the coming 
touring season. There’s no doubt that Covid-19 has had an impact on design and 

production, but not as much as the 2021 season (announced in 2020), and there 
are some absolute crackers in the offering for 2022. Here’s a smattering of what has 
caught our eye from the launches so far. →



Coachman Affinity
Hull-based Coachman, who has always specialised in caravan manufacture 

over the past 35 years, was wholly acquired by the renowned Swedish 
motorhome and caravan manufacturer, KABE in February 2021. That 

acquisition has allowed opportunities to enter the motorhome market and so, for the 
first time, Coachman is introducing a new motorhome range called the Coachman 
Travel Master. It will feature three layouts, designed in the UK but will be built at the 
KABE facility in Sweden. The Mercedes-based models will be launched officially in 
2021 with products arriving at dealer forecourts in early 2022.

Meantime, Coachman has introduced the Affinity range of compact leisure vehicles 
produced by Affinity RV in Poland, who are also part of the KABE AB Group. The 
Fiat-based Affinity camper is, the company claims, unique to the market with many 
innovative features and attention to detail. The new campers are expected to start 
arriving at dealer forecourts in early 2022. ● 

In Focus
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In FocusIn Focus

from £1,330

Dethleffs
Globetrotter
XLI 



T he Globetrotter XLI is regarded as the top-of-
the-range A-Class motorhome in Dethleffs’ 
stable and, for 2022, it’s receiving a new exterior 

design. This includes a completely redesigned rear-end, 
with clear edges, streamlined tail-light bracket and a 
button-activated rear-view camera. Handle-free storage 
space and rear garage doors with a push-to-open 
function can be seen for the first time, as Dethleffs has 
developed specialised and sophisticated internal hinges 
here. The new garage and access locker doors feature 
no handles or stays for a smooth-surfaced design.

There are two available layouts in the XLI A-class 
range, the I 7850-2 EB and DBM. While the ‘EB’ version 
has twin single beds that are two metres long, the 
‘DBM’ has a sumptuous longitudinal island double bed. 
Washing facilities include a separate shower cubicle 
and washroom on either side of the ‘van. When fully 
opened, the washroom door separates the washing 
area and bedroom from the lounge. Buyers can 
purchase a ceramic toilet (rather than the usual plastic 
toilet) as an optional extra. This is also available as a 
macerating toilet and includes a permanently installed 
holding tank, which means motorhome users would no 
longer need to empty the standard cassette toilet.

The base vehicle is the Fiat Ducato Maxi with AL-
KO low-platform chassis, three axles and a 5.0-ton 
maximum authorised mass. A weight upgrade to 5.4 
tons is available, which allows for payloads of more 
than a ton! It’s a weighty beast. ● 

2022 Preview
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In Focus

W einsberg, a brand of the Knaus-Tabbert 
Group, has lost weight with its new 
SUPERLIGHT technology that it’s using 

on some of its largest ‘vans. These include the A-class 
CaraCore 700 MEG and the coachbuilt CaraHome 650 
DG. The latter is a great example of a 6-berth family 
motorhome, with a rear double bed, overcab double 
bed and a practical dinette that can also be turned into 
a bed at night.

The innovative SUPERLIGHT technology utilised is 
more than simply stripping equipment out. Weight is 
saved by a sturdier but lighter seat design and furniture 
with fronts made of high-strength lisocore® lightweight 
panels that have a corrugated core structure. The 

vehicles also feature a 52mm-thick floor plate with 
XPS foam for improved stability and insulation. Further 
weight reductions have been achieved by making 
modifications to the chassis – new, lighter leaf springs 
made of high-tech plastic. Plus, there’s a further huge, 
additional weight-saving gain that can be achieved 
with the optional high-performance lithium-ion battery.

This means that the payload is reduced by up to 
30%, even when equipped with numerous options 
such as the Smart, Media and TV package, a garage 
door, extra windows, a pull-out bed conversion, 
luxurious shower, air conditioning, awning and rear bike 
rack. Perfect for families, it allows you to load up even 
more kit for your holidays. ●

In Focus
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 Weinsberg      
CaraHome 
650DG

2022 Preview



Carthago
chic c-line

In Focus

For almost 20 years, the chic c-line has been the stable backbone of premium German motorhome brand 
Carthago. The base vehicle utilises either the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter or the Fiat Ducato with the AL-KO 
low-frame chassis as a two-or three-axle vehicle. We hope that you’re good at making decisions as there 

are 13 layouts to select from, with variants such as four interior design styles, three different furniture décors and a 
comprehensive range of on-board equipment. The Chic C-Line is Carthago’s main focus for the 2022 season, with 
a new interior design, the linea progressivo, to add to the existing options. This has a two-tone look: the lower half 
of the overhead storage cabinets are in matt ivory and the majority of the surfaces are in a light, glossy ivory. This 
contrasts to the golden acacia wood of the furniture. There are also new lounge seating groups plus the kitchen, 
washroom and sleeping areas have been redesigned to offer greater, sumptuous elegance and practicality. The 
washrooms are now described as a ‘wellness oasis’. Fanciful, maybe, but it does demonstrate the chic c-line is more 
about comfort and opulence than a quick, shivery dash beneath a cold dripping tap outside. ●



Carthago
chic c-line

2022 Preview



BAILEY
UNICORN
 FIFTH GENERATION

In Focus

T he Unicorn, from Bailey of Bristol, is a well-loved range of tourers; indeed, it 
sometimes feels as if there are more Bailey Unicorns on the road than any other 
caravan. It’s so popular that it’s now on its 5th incarnation. 

There’s a choice of seven layouts for 2022, including both single- and twin-axle options. 
All named after Spanish cities, these include the return of the single-axle Seville and 
Madrid, a 2- and 4-berth respectively, both with rear-washrooms. Other models include 
the Cadiz, Vigo and Cabrera, all single-axle four-berth tourers, and the larger Cartagena 
and Pamplona, both twin axle tourers, each with an island double bed.

The exterior appearance has been transformed through the introduction of an 
aerodynamic new front profile, front and rear mouldings and a bold graphics scheme. 
Inside, contemporary furniture finishes and soft furnishing schemes are showcased by the 
larger-than-ever Bailey signature vertical front infinity window. This is half as big again as 
previous incarnations, flooding the caravan with natural light.

Models from the new Unicorn range will start arriving on retailer forecourts from early- 
September, so you don’t have long to wait to get your hands on one! ●



BAILEY
UNICORN
 FIFTH GENERATION

2022 Preview



Coachman
Lusso I

In Focus



Coachman
Lusso I

L ast year, despite all the impact on manufacturing, Coachman Caravans managed to launch a brand-new 
tourer, the Lusso. It was the company’s most luxurious model ever, at the pinnacle of caravan manufacture, 
and regarded as one of the most luxurious touring caravans available on the market.

The twin-axle Lusso has been revised to include new spacious L-shaped front lounge seating and other design 
changes. It has also changed its name to the Lusso II. That’s to allow for the introduction of the Lusso I, a shorter, 
single-axle luxury tourer that’s lighter in weight but retains the same layout as its longer sibling, to include the 
L-shaped lounge, transverse island double bed and rear washroom. Both caravans are four-berth with the main 
difference being the length of the lounge sofa. ●

2022 Preview



In Focus

from £1,799
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2022 Preview

Knaus &
Lucky Dog
Camper
If you love taking your dog touring with you, this one’s for you. 

KNAUS has teamed up with Lucky Dog Camper to develop 
a safe transport option and a dedicated space for dogs in 

motorhomes. The specially tailored permanent, built-in system 
features a sturdy and generous dog crate, which is available on 
request for selected vehicles (layouts with single beds).

This system is safer than transporting dogs in mobile crates, 
using a safety harness. It gives dogs their own place to sleep and 
feel safe. The dog crate is located in the rear garage: one of the 
wardrobe doors underneath the single beds is replaced by a grille 
door, creating a link to the garage. There are grille doors behind 
the garage doors, too. This means that the crate can be accessed 
from the inside and outside at all times.

It's equipped with an anti-slip mat as well as locks on the doors, 
and is suitable for several, or large, dogs. 

In addition to the transport crates, there’s also a drawer where 
dog leashes or toys can be stowed away. The LDC Leash System, 
for example, is an on-leash option specially developed for KNAUS 
motorhomes, which is attached directly to the outside of the 
vehicle. 

Despite being built in, there’s still space in the vehicle’s rear 
garage for camping furniture and other holiday gear. 

The transport crate is installed by selected dealers and can also 
be retrofitted in older vehicles. ●
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DISCOVER MORE
www.coachman.co.uk
www.dethleffs.co.uk
weinsberg.com/en-uk/
www.carthago.com/en/
www.coachman.co.uk
www.baileyofbristol.co.uk
www.knaus.com/en-uk/
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GERMAN MANUFACTURER DETHLEFFS CELEBRATES 
90 YEARS SINCE PIONEER ARIST DETHLEFFS BEGAN 
LEISURE VEHICLE PRODUCTION. TOURING MAGAZINE 
TAKES A LOOK AT ITS HISTORY
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1832
Foundat ion of  the 

Dethlef fs  KG for  the 
product ion of  whips

1923
A ski  pole  factory 

is  added

1931
“Not  without  my fami ly,” 
says  Ar ist  Dethlef fs  and 

bui lds  the f i rst  caravan in 
Germany

1934
The f i rst  customer 

models  are  ca l led Tour ist

1958 
Whip product ion is 

abandoned in  favour  of 
the st rong demand for 

caravans 

1952
Ser ies  product ion:  The 
f i rst  Camper® ro l l s  of f 

the product ion l ine 

1966 
60 employees  bui ld 

Dethlef fs  caravans in  a 
cont inuous product ion 

l ine 

1973 
Construct ion of  the new 

plant  at  the current 
locat ion with  12 .000 sqm 

product ion area 

1992
Extens ion of  the 

product ion ha l l  by 
6 ,300 m2

2006 
In  the 75th year  of 

the German caravan 
Dethlef fs  has  more 

than 850 employees 
and produces  7,150 

motorhomes and 5 ,950 
caravans 

1996 
On 14 February  Ar ist 

Dethlef fs  d ies  at  the age 
of  88 years  in  Isny 

2001 
A new product ion ha l l 

and pa int  shop are  bui l t 

D E T H L E F F S :  C H R O N I C L E  O F  A N  I D E A



1934
The f i rst  customer 

models  are  ca l led Tour ist

1936
6 permanent  employees 

are  working in  the 
department  of  caravan 

construct ion 

1939
The war  s lows down 

construct ion.  Medica l 
s ledges are  produced 

1948
Resumpt ion of 

caravan product ion 

1973 
Construct ion of  the new 

plant  at  the current 
locat ion with  12 .000 sqm 

product ion area 

1974
Dethlef fs  now has  235 

employees  and be longs 
to  the ten largest  German 

caravan manufacturers

1976
Annual  product ion is 

4 ,700 caravans 

1983
Erwin Hymer  takes  over 
the Dethlef fs  company 
and the f i rst  Dethlef fs 

motorhome ro l l s  of f  the 
product ion l ine 

2006 
In  the 75th year  of 

the German caravan 
Dethlef fs  has  more 

than 850 employees 
and produces  7,150 

motorhomes and 5 ,950 
caravans 

2011
The 80,000th 

motorhome ro l l s  of f  the 
assembly  l ine

2017
Opening of  a  new 

workshop with 11 .000 
sqm product ion area

2021
Dethlef fs  ce lebrates 
90 years  of  caravan 

product ion

D E T H L E F F S :  C H R O N I C L E  O F  A N  I D E A
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T
he things we do for love. For 
some, it’s the presentation 
of a box of chocolates and 
a dozen red roses. Others, 
booking a surprise meal or 
holiday. For Arist Dethleffs, 
a ski pole and horse whip 

manufacturer in Bavaria, it was to build a 
caravan as a wedding gift for his wife and 
family.

That was 90 years ago. Arist, who had to take 
long business trips away from home, wished to 
have his family with him at all times, so he built 
Germany’s first caravan. He would probably 
never have dreamed what an incredible 
development this would set in motion. His 
business trips took him far beyond the borders 
of present-day Europe; and no matter where he 
took his family, they were sure to be noticed. 

Soon his customers no longer ordered whips or 
ski poles, they wanted a ‘Wohnauto’ (living car) 
as Arist Dethleffs called his first caravan. At that 
time, only a few people knew the word ‘leisure’ 
and holidays were a privilege reserved for a few. 
Today, 90 years later, many people can hardly 
imagine life without caravanning.

Reason enough for the Dethleffs company, 
which completely stopped the production of 
whips in 1959 in favour of caravan production, 
and since 1983, also the production of 
motorhomes, to pay special tribute to its 
company pioneer.

Wrote Fridel Dethleffs, wife of Arist, about 
their caravan journeys, “It’s wonderful to travel 
like this – we have everything we need, we have 
a comfortable house with an exchangeable 
garden and a constantly changing view out of 
the window.”

. . . YO U N G
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Dethleffs at 90

T o celebrate the 90th anniversary, Dethleffs 
has launched two series of special edition 
motorhomes – the Just 90 and the Trend 90.

The Just 90, which was launched in 2020 in 
preparation for the 2021 season, is designed especially 
for newcomers to motorcaravanning. Apart from the 
equipment, the design of these compact low-profile 
vehicles is modern and offers a young and fresh 
interior. In essence, the motorhomes have everything 
already on board that is needed for a carefree camping 
trip.

There are six layouts from which to choose, which 
dispense with unnecessary weight but without 
compromise to equipment, safety or quality. All 
models come equipped with many, usually, optional 
components, such as a leather steering wheel, manual 
air conditioning and cruise control in the Fiat Ducato 
cab, in addition to extras in the habitation area. 

A list of optional extras, such as flush-fitting windows 

and solar panels can also be specified.
From the outside, the new low-profile dynamic 

design catches the eye while, inside, you’ll find 
overhead lockers with decorative trim lines, anniversary 
upholstery in modish grey, LED spots with touch 
function and USB sockets in the lounge area. 

The bathroom is equipped with an electric cassette 
toilet and shower, the kitchen has a two-burner hob 
(oven and grill optional) and 142-litre fridge with freezer 
compartment. A large rear garage with access doors on 
both sides, and many other storage possibilities that 
offer sufficient space even when travelling for longer 
periods. There are six layouts, the smallest of which 
is less than seven metres. All can be ordered with 
an optional pull-down double bed to combine with, 
depending on the model, single beds in the rear or a 
longitudinal island double bed. Five of the six models 
offer separate shower and toilet compartments on 
facing sides of the van.

DETHLEFFS
JUST 90
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T o add to the Just 90 launched last year, 
Dethleffs has recently announced the 
introduction of the Trend 90, a second series 
of special edition motorhomes for the 2022 

season. Like the Just 90, it is an anniversary edition 
of the most popular motorhome series in Dethleffs’ 
portfolio. Fitted with a powerful 165 HP engine and a 
wide array of state-of-the-art features, the motorhome 
series has everything that is needed to begin touring 
immediately.  

There are eight popular low-profile layouts from 
which to select – at an anniversary price aimed at 
saving buyers money, through ‘special edition’ extras.

For example, on the Trend 90, the anniversary 
package includes alloy wheels, automatic air-
conditioning in the cab, a large over-cab skylight 
as well as flush-fitting windows with built-in privacy 
blinds, a 70cm-wide habitation door with window 
and central locking, black-out blinds in the driver’s 
cab, a ‘Light Moments’ light package for atmospheric 

lighting and much more. All models are based 
on the Citroën Jumper Light with a low-platform 
chassis.  

Inside, a built-in step at the habitation door leads into 
the lounge, where the modern interior design, with a 
mixture of wood and white surfaces, creates clear lines 
and a striking ambience. The ‘Metropolitan’ upholstery 
designed for the anniversary series offers trendy fabrics 
in light grey.

All eight layouts include a kitchen with three-ring hob 
(oven and grill optional) and 142-litre fridge/freezer plus 
plenty of storage and preparation space, while six of 
the eight layouts feature a separate shower and toilet 
and the ability to partition the washroom and bedroom 
from the lounge. 

Four models offer twin single beds, one of which 
has a rear washroom, while the other four provide a 
longitudinal island bed with wardrobes either side. This 
is in addition to a drop-down double bed above the 
lounge area.

DETHLEFFS
TREND 90
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Dethleffs at 90

DETHLEFFS
TREND 90

DISCOVER MORE
To find out more about the Just 
90 and Trend 90 anniversary 
edition motorhomes, and to 
find Dethleffs’ dealerships, visit 
www.dethleffs.co.uk
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TOURING MAGAZINE CASTS 
AN EYE OVER GO WEST, 
THE NEW GUIDEBOOK TO 
NORTHERN SPAIN FROM 
ANDY MCKETTRICK

N o r t h
b y 
N o r t h w e s t



34   touring magazine AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2021

Book Review

Who needs a travel 
guidebook these days? 
It’s not like we’re living 
in the days of dial-up 

when our only hope of finding a hidden 
pearl on our journeys was to either 
buckle up and hope for the best, or to 
meticulously research and plan every 
detail of your epic trips from foxed 
out-of-date guidebooks before we even 
checked our tyre pressures.

Nowadays, with an infinite amount 
of resource on the internet telling you 
where you can stay and what to do it’s 
easy to research on-the-road. However, 
scrolling a stream of endless reviews and 
opinions can cloud your judgement and 
end up being a frustrating experience.

A well-written guidebook, however, 
should act as a voice of authority on a 
certain subject.

And, speaking of authority,  the words 

Go West, the title of Andy Mckettrick’s 
new guidebook to Northern Spain, 
sound like an order. And, in a way, it is 
meant to be.

Mckettrick’s bold statement – that 
the next time you’re in Spain with your 
motorhome “don’t go south, Go West! 
You won’t regret it!” – is enough to make 
the biggest Benidorm devotee stand to 
attention and listen.

“Enjoy Cantabrian stews and a 
hundred different cheeses. Try traditional 
cider and a glass of Rioja in a medieval 
village. Stroll along one of the beautiful 
deserted beaches or hike through the 
Picos de Europa. That’s what springs to 
mind when I think of Spain! In this book, 
through experience, I’ll attempt to tell 
you everything you need to know about 
visiting Northern Spain in a motorhome”

Sound tempting? Well, read on…
Go West contains 154 pages of 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:
Ontaneda, Cantabria

Picos de Europa
Lakeside, Galicia
Denise and Gordi

Hot in Avilés
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Go West

“Enjoy Cantabrian stews and a hundred 
different cheeses. Try traditional cider and 
a glass of Rioja in a medieval village. Stroll 
along one of the beautiful deserted beaches 

or hike through the Picos de Europa”
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Book Review

precious tips (Don’t try the ‘fishy ribs’ at Bar Pedrama), 
photographs, which are a mixture of the holiday snap 
type and stunning landscapes (some of which you 
can see in this article), as well as recommendations of 
places to stay, with location co-ordinates and even a 
section of on-the-road recipes.

There are also anecdotes from his journeys with 
his wife Denise and their dog Gordi, which serve to 
bring the book to life in a way simply reading about a 
destination can’t do.

While much of the book has a very tongue-in-cheek 
humour to it it’s clear that Mckettrick is passionate 
about the subject matter and keen to impart what he 
has learnt on the road in Northern Spain with others, 
which he does with flourish.

Go West is written from the author’s perspective 
and he does not attempt to tone down his opinions 
to please everyone. This means Mckettrick’s political 
views become apparent early in the book (clue: he’s 
not a fan of Brexit) and this personal touch might 
annoy some readers, but he doesn’t labour the point 
throughout. 

The passion and detail found in this book is often 
missing when trying to research travels on google 
and is one reason why a good guidebook can be an 
invaluable tool when looking for inspiration or planning 
your next journey.

Go West succeeds in shining a spotlight on an often 
overlooked region of Spain with an authentic local 
knowledge and a lighthearted tone.. ●
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Go West

Andy Mckettrick and his wife Denise are originally from 
Liverpool. They have lived in northern Spain for 17 years and 
have been travelling virtually full-time for the past decade. 
As well as exploring Spain, they have been wintering away 
in Morocco for the past 10 years and Andy has also written 
a guide book to visiting the country titled Flip flops and 
Falafel. His books are available on Amazon, or you can 
contact him on his facebook page #andytravelwriter
to buy a PDF copy directly from him for 50% less than the 
cost of the printed edition. 

Touring Magazine verdict: A lot of 
distilled knowledge in a tidy package.
If you are planning on visiting Spain 
in a motorhome for the price of a few 
tapas Andy McKettrick’s book will 
pay for itself, so get over to Spain 
and Go West!

ANTI-CLOCKWISE
FROM ABOVE:
View over Llastres, Asturias
Bay of Biscay
Mirador del Fito, Asturias
Playa Nerga, Galicia
La poza de Ferida
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AS THE HUMBER BRIDGE CELEBRATES ITS 40TH 
BIRTHDAY, TOURING MAGAZINE CELEBRATES 

BRITAIN’S BEAUTIFUL ROAD BRIDGES



Travel

O pened by Her Majesty the Queen 40 years ago, in July 1981, the Humber Bridge spans the Humber 
Estuary on England’s east coast. You’ll cross between East Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire on your 
journey and you’ll be able to boast that you’ve crossed the UK’s largest single-span suspension bridge 
and, at 1.4 miles long, the eighth longest in the world. Indeed, when it opened, it was the world’s 

longest single-span suspension bridge and, if you cross by bicycle – or on foot – that superlative still stands; it is 
the world’s longest single-span suspension bridge that can be crossed by bicycle. There is a toll to cross the bridge.

The road deck is designed as an upside-down aircraft wing, which helps keep the deck stable during high winds 
and the concrete towers were built to be 36mm further apart from each other at the top than at the bottom, to 
allow for the curvature of the Earth. The bridge was awarded Grade I listed status by Historic England in 2017, 
making it the longest listed structure in the UK.

At the southern end, in North Lincolnshire, is the Waters’ Edge Country Park and Visitor centre, with 110 acres of 
nature reserve plus spectacular views over the Humber Estuary from the Honey Pot Café.

Stay: Marshland Alpacas Caravan & Camping (adults-only), New Holland, North Lincolnshire

Humber Bridge
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A t 276m long, the Kylescu Bridge 
doesn’t win any prizes for the 
longest bridge. But it’s picture-
perfect location, crossing the 

Loch a’ Chàirn Bhàin north of Ullapool, 
on the west coast of Scotland, makes this 
one of the most scenic. Otherwise known 
by its Gaelic name Drochaid a’ Chaolais 
Chumhaing, the bridge’s formation reveals 
ever more majestic scenery as you curve 
round the road. 

If you’re touring the North Coast 500, 
you’ll cross the Kylescu Bridge, which 
carries the A894. There is a good-sized 
parking area and it’s worth a short climb 
on foot for the best views of the bridge 
and the loch below. Historic Environment 
Scotland recognises the bridge as ‘visually 
striking and technically innovative’.

Stay: Scourie Caravan and Camping

Kylescu Bridge
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T here’s world-class climbing to 
be done on Buachaille Etive 
Mor (otherwise known as 
The Buachaille), the name of 

a volcano-shaped munro between 
Glen Etive and Glen Coe in the 
Scottish Highlands. But you don’t 
have to bag the munro to appreciate 
its beauty. Seen from the road bridge 
over the River Etive, on the A82, it 
looks no less spectacular.

Neither does it matter what time 
of year you visit – the colours around 
Glen Etive and Glen Coe are just as 
sensational, if not better, in autumn 
and winter as they are in spring and 
summer. For James Bond fans, Glen 
Etive was used in the final scenes of 
the film, Skyfall.

Stay: Glencoe Camping & 
Caravanning Club Site

Buachaille
Etive Mor
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I In days gone by, it was a ‘bonnie boat’ that you had to take ‘over the sea to 
Skye’. Since 1995, though, it’s a simple up and over on the curvy, and curly, 
Skye Bridge from mainland Scotland to the island.

The main arch of the bridge sits on Eilean Bàn (White Island), which is 
a wildlife reserve. On the island is the Maxwell Museum, a reconstruction of 
Gavin Maxwell’s living room containing original artefacts from the author and 
naturalist who wrote many wildlife books including his most famous, The Ring 
of Bright Water. Maxwell lived on the island, renowned for its otters.

To visit the island, of course, requires a boat trip; it cannot be accessed from 
the Skye Bridge that ‘sails’ above. These tours are guided, bookable at the 
Bright Water Visitor Centre on Skye.

Stay:  Camping Skye, Broadford

Skye Bridge
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T here’s no doubt that the location of Cromarty Bridge is beautiful. The 
long, curving bridge, three miles east of Dingwall, spans the Cromarty 
Firth between Arduillie Point and Findon Point on the Black Isle. 

The bridge is around a mile long and is sufficiently low above the 
tidal estuary that motorists really feel a part of the surroundings. It carries the 
A9 and is one of the first – or last – elements of the North Coast 500 that 
you come across. Look out for the decommissioned oil rigs that sit in the 
Cromarty Firth, towed there from the North Sea.

Stay: Dingwall Camping & Caravanning Club Site

Cromarty Bridge

Photo © VisitScotland/Richard Elliot





Travel

T here’s something pretty special about viewing one bridge from another and, crossing the Firth of Forth, 
just north of Edinburgh, you’ve got no fewer than three bridges to spy. One, admittedly, is a rail rather than 
a road bridge but it also happens to be, arguably, one of the most famous of all bridges in the UK – the 
Forth Rail Bridge. This marvel of construction, with UNESCO World Heritage Status, can be viewed from 

the Forth Road Bridge – and the Queensferry Crossing, which only opened to traffic in 2017.
The 1.7-mile-long Queensferry Crossing is the longest three-tower, cable-stayed bridge in the world and carries 

the M90 motorway. To get a view of both this and a better view of the Forth Bridge, you can cross the Firth of 
Forth on the Forth Road Bridge, which is now for pedestrians, cyclists and buses.

Make a point of stopping in South Queensferry, though, where you’ll find lots of excellent restaurants, many of 
them with stunning views of the three bridges.

Stay: Edinburgh Caravan & Motorhome Club Site

Forth Road Bridge & Queensferry Crossing

Photo © VisitScotland/Kenny Lam
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Forth Road Bridge & Queensferry Crossing



Travel
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The Forth bridges: three bridges spanning three centuries  Photo © VisitScotland/Stuart Brunton
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A defining landmark of Newcastle, the Tyne Bridge, as its name suggests, spans the River 
Tyne and links the city with neighbouring Gateshead. It is one of seven bridges in the city 
that cross the Tyne.

The iconic riveted bridge may look familiar in that it closely resembles the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. Both were designed by the same company; the Tyne Bridge, opened in 1928 is the older of the 
two – by three years. While the Tyne Bridge, which carries the A167, is a road bridge, keep a look out for 
the more recent build, the Gateshead Millennium Bridge, put in place to celebrate the Millennium. The 
unusually tilting bridge is for pedestrians and cyclists only.

Stay: Derwent Caravan Park, Gateshead

Tyne Bridge
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I f you’re a fan of industrial beauty, the Tees Transporter Bridge will take top 
spot. It is unique, here, as being the only ‘moving’ bridge and has been an 
iconic landmark of the Teesside industrial landscape since 1911.

The bridge transports vehicles (with a maximum weight of 3 tons) across 
the River Tees on a moving platform suspended beneath a cradle.

The bridge has become a major visitor experience; visitors can travel to the 
top of the Transporter in a new glass viewing lift to experience the views and 
includes an escorted trip to the upper walkway. It’s also known for its abseiling, 
bungee jumps and zip wire experiences.

Stay: White Water Park Caravan & Motorhome Club Site

Tees Transporter Bridge
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R ather than take the (passenger) ferry ‘cross the Mersey, there are 
two road bridges to carry you across. The Mersey Gateway Bridge 
opened in 2017, spanning the river and the Manchester Ship Canal 
between Runcorn and Widnes. But it’s not the only ‘new’ bridge to do 

so; reopened in February of this year was the refurbished, Grade II listed, Silver 
Jubilee Bridge, which is the seventh largest steel arch bridge in the world. Both 
offer beauty in different forms; one to a classic and historic ‘coathanger’ design, 
the other, sleek, modern and elegant.

Both operate a toll; however, if you want to cross the Mersey free of charge, 
hop across the Silver Jubilee Bridge by bicycle, or on foot.

Stay: Lady Heyes Touring Park

Mersey Gateway Bridge 
& Silver Jubilee Bridge



Budget TouringThe Mersey Gateway Bridge
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W est of the Mersey bridges, the Menai Suspension Bridge 
has carried traffic across the Menai Strait, between 
mainland Wales and the island of Anglesey since the early 
19th century, including stagecoaches and horses travelling 

between London and Holyhead, then on to Dublin. Designed by the 
famous Thomas Telford, the Grade I listed structure was the world’s first 
major suspension bridge. Owing to its age and condition and the increased 
weight of traffic, most vehicles now cross the Menai Strait via the Britannia 
Bridge, from where you can catch great views of the Menai Suspension 
Bridge. With views of Snowdonia behind, it is an impressive sight.

Stay: Y Fronydd Caravan & Camping Park

Menai Suspension Bridge

Photo © Caroline Mills
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A t the opposite end of Wales is the Severn Bridge, and Prince of 
Wales Bridge. As with many other locations around the UK, an older 
bridge has been superseded, but not replaced, by a new structure, 
and that’s the case across the River Severn between England and 

Wales. The Severn Bridge is the original of the two crossings, opening in 1966. 
Since then, the Prince of Wales Bridge (formerly known as the Second Severn 
Crossing) became the principle crossing carrying the M4 motorway between the 
two countries.

It’s possible to view one bridge from the other, both slender white structures. 
Both are toll-free, though cyclists and pedestrians may only use the Severn 
Crossing, not the Prince of Wales Bridge.

Stay: Wood Camping, Almondsbury (tents only)

Travel

Severn Bridge and 
Prince of Wales Bridge
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F ew bridges are more iconic than the Clifton Suspension Bridge, 
in the Clifton suburb of Bristol. Designed by the extraordinary 
genius engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the young engineer 
described the bridge as ‘my first child, my darling’, howeer the 

bridge took 33 years to complete.
The bridge crosses the River Avon as it passes through a gorge, 

creating an atmospheric backdrop to the masterful feat of 18th century 
engineering. It costs just a £1 to cross the bridge in a vehicle; there’s no 
charge for pedestrians or cyclists. However you cross, don’t miss a trip to 
the Visitor Centre, to find out about the history and science behind the 
bridge.

Stay: Mendip View Camping

Clifton Suspension Bridge



Travel



I It’s always extra special to cross between countries by bridge or, at the very 
least, between counties. That’s the case of the tolled Tamar Bridge, which, in 
spanning the River Tamar, begins and ends in Devon and Cornwall.

It seems engineers always like to make a bridge structure design outdo 
any other bridge and that’s certainly the case with the Tamar Bridge. It was 
considered the first significant post-war suspension bridge and, at the time, 
the longest ever in the UK at 642 metres long. It was opened in 1962 and has 
carried millions of vehicles along the A38 since. As you cross the Tamar, look out 
for another bridge that’s considerably older – that of the Royal Albert Bridge, 
a railway bridge that was designed by, he of Clifton Suspension Bridge fame, 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Stay: Sconner Down (tents only) or Cockles Farm CL, Saltash

Tamar Bridge

Road Bridges
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W
e live in South Wales which gives us great access to Pembrokeshire 
and the Gower Peninsula which we visit regularly. We also love 
North Wales, so once a year we go on a tour there to enjoy the 
magnificent scenery of the coast line and Snowdonia. This year we 
decided that we would undertake a themed tour based on Castles 
and Gardens. There is no lack of either in North Wales.

Being members of the National Trust also helps us with their 
incredible portfolio to visit  so we planned a route that would take in 3 of their properties, Powys 
Castle (near Welshpool), Bodnant Gardens (near Colwyn Bay)  and Penrhyn Castle & Gardens 
(close to Anglesey). We based ourselves at Trwyn yr Wylfa campsite which is on the North Wales 
coast between Dwygyfylchi and Penmaenmawr just off the main North Wales trunk road the 
A55. Throw in its proximity to Conwy Castle, Llandudno and the Wales Coastal Path and you 
have a pretty perfect arrangement for a castle and gardens tour. 

C A S T E L L  A  G E R D D I
COLIN WILLIAMS TAKES US ON A 
TOUR OF SOME OF WALES’ MOST 

MAJESTIC CASTLES AND 
LUSH GARDENS

→



P O W Y S  C A S T L E
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Our first stop was the National Trust’s Powys 
Castle, which is near Welshpool and a drive 
of 100 miles and 2.5 hours via the A470 from 

Cardiff and the A483 from Builth Wells, we left early 
to call in there before travelling on another 2 hours to 
Trwyn yr Wylfa. We had never visited before but had 
always planned to spend some time here. We took 
our dog, Max – a Jack Russel Terrier – with us, as he 
always accompanies us on our trips. 

There is plenty of parking on site and access for our 
fairly large 8m motorhome (Bailey Autograph 79-4) 
was easy. The larger NT sites can generally be relied 
upon to accommodate large motorhomes as they are 
set up for coach visitors. This year the NT are trialling 
allowing dogs in to its gardens, sadly Powys Gardens 
is not one of the trial venues, so we were unable to 
access all areas with Max. Still, it gives us a reason to 
visit again. It was a beautiful sunny day and there was 
much to see and appreciate during our visit including 
wonderful views of the terraced gardens from the 
castle courtyard ramparts. There’s also a stunning, if 
noisy peacock, that was attracting as many selfies as 
the castle and gardens.

P O W Y S  C A S T L E
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Unusually in Wales Powys Castle was 
constructed by a Welsh Prince, Gruffydd ap 
Gwenwynwyn (who sided with the English 

King Edward 1st, so a traitor to his native Wales) in the 
13th Century and is noted for its formal gardens and 
castle interiors. The former has been described as the 
most important in Wales and the latter as the most 
magnificent. 

After a relaxing and pleasant couple of hours 
we returned to the motorhome, glad of the 
air conditioning on what had been a beautiful 
spring  day and completed our journey to Trwyn 
yr Wylfa without incident (N.B. try not to come up 
through Penmaenmawr as it can be narrow due to 
inconsiderate parking, it is better to come up through 
Dwygyfylchi.). Arriving at the campsite we were 
given a fantastic hard standing pitch with panoramic 
unobstructed views over the North Wales coastline to 
Anglesey – with binoculars you can make out Harlech 
castle. 

Our first day on site is normally a day of comparative 
rest after the travelling on the day before, so an easy 
morning with a leisurely breakfast followed by an 
afternoon walk. The campsite is based at the bottom 
of a mountain which rises fairly steeply behind the 
campsite. You can see criss-crossing paths lining the 
face of the mountain which eventually joins up with 
the Welsh Coastal path at one of it highest coastal 
points. The walk isn’t too arduous due to the nature of 
the slowly rising pathways; It is a walk well worth the 
effort. Once reached, the coastal path will take west 
to Penmaenmawr or onwards or east to Dwygyfylchi 
or onwards for another 870 miles until you return to 
the start! Wales was the first country in the world to 
have a coastal path that follows the entirety its length. 
(www.VisitWales.com for more information), Some 
cold beers looking at the sun setting over Anglesey 
ended a perfect day.
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Colin’s wife Tracy and Max the Jack Russell enjoying the view from the  Welsh Coastal Path



B O D N A N T  G A R D E N S
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Day 3 had always been planned as the visit to Bodnant, 
we had pre-booked as we were still in the grip of Covid 
restrictions and had a 12.00 entry time, allowing plenty 

of time to get there. We were undecided on how to get there 
and had considered public transport (Train or Bus to Llandudno 
Junction, then bus to Bodnant) even toyed with the idea of 
our electric bikes (what an invention for those of us with dodgy 
knees!) but finally decided we would take the motorhome. It is 
only 10 miles away on good roads and as I have said previously 
the main NT places are made for buses and motorhomes. 

Bodnant Gardens is a massive 80 acres and the car park is 
equally huge, even out of school holiday times and in mid-
week with pre-booking a must, the place was really busy and 
we were directed up to an overflow parking area which easily 
accommodated the motorhome. Again it was a very warm day 
so all vents were opened and shades closed to try to keep the 
temperature to a manageable level. We had checked online 
before we booked and knew that Bodnant was part of the 
National Trusts Dog friendly trial this year and Max would be 
allowed to accompany us throughout the gardens. Many other 
places of interest should please take note. A lot of us in the 
motorhome fraternity are also dog lovers and need to be able to 
take them with us. 

We visited in the first week of June which is the best time 
to visit Bodnant if you wish to see their star attraction: The 
Laburnum Walk. It is virtually the first thing you encounter when 
you enter the gardens and is well worthy of its world famous 
reputation, it is simply magnificent when in full bloom. The 
cascading yellow racemes of flowers are in themselves inspiring 
but when coupled with the sweet smell it is a sight that will not 
quickly be forgotten. It is selfie heaven for the many visitors and a 
classic setting for the most posed of photos. 

There are formal gardens near a fine home (not open to the 
public) and hundreds of yards of walks through woodlands which 
feature a multitude of feature tress including a stunning Chilean 
Fire tree, but best of all the Rhododendrons. As keen gardeners 
we have some Rhoddies but these take your breath away, with 
their grandeur and colour palette. Again spring is probably the 
best time to visit for rhododendron as they are in full bloom. 
Landscaped streams burbling alongside the paths add  the 
perfect soundtrack as you meander through the woodland. 

The woodland paths take you down to the dell where a mill has 
been converted into  tea rooms and sitting area alongside some 
ponds, a perfect spot for a cuppa or an ice-cream. The pathways 
take you back on a more direct route to the formal gardens, via 
the rose terraces, lakes and flower beds. We always buy some 
plants when we visit gardens and the choice at Bodnant was 
the best ever with very affordable prices. It is safe to say that 
our garden has benefited from our visit and will provide us with 
memories for many years to come. Bodnant is a truly world class 
garden and a visit should be on everyone’s wish list. 

B O D N A N T  G A R D E N S
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L landudno is the most visited resort in 
Wales. Given its proximity to Liverpool 
and the Midlands there is no surprise 

there. It is Wales’ largest coastal resort and offers 
many attractions including the long crescent 
promenade, Victorian pier, Great Orme and much 
more. It’s always worth a visit and being around 10 
miles away is close enough to cycle to (along the 
National Cycle Route 5) take a car or motorhome 
or by our preferred option, letting the train take the 
strain – just a 46 minute journey with a change at 
Llandudno Junction. The train station is a 15 minute 
walk down in to the seaside town of Penmaenmawr, 
which has its own seafront and promenade. 

A great start to the day, another glorious sunny 
day, saw the train come in to the station right  on 
time. The change at Llandudno Junction was 
easy, with only 2 platforms, and we were soon 
in Llandudno itself. A walk along the sweeping 
promenade built up an appetite which we quelled 
with the much looked forward t classic seaside meal 
of fish ‘n’ chips – why do they always taste better 
by the seaside? Siting on the bench eating our meal 
we took in the views of the Victorian pier and the 
Great Orme, a 679 feet hill accessed by paths or the 
very popular cable car that takes you to the summit, 
where the Summit hotel stands, which was once 
home to World Middleweight Boxing Champion, 
Randolph Turpin (Defeating SugarRay Robinson in 
1951). Today he would have had plenty of company 
as the Great Orme is home to several herds of 
breeding Kashmiri Goats, that have multiplied from 
the original pair given to the land owners by Queen 
Victoria. 

There are so many ways to spend a day at 
Llandudno, from simply people-watching from 
the bars and cafes, to walking the promenade and 
pier, to climbing the Great Orme or taking a cable 
car ride, even a swim in the sea. It is a busy town 
and we know that some of our neighbours on the 
campsite came in to Llandudno for the shopping – 
not my idea of fun but each to their own! 

L L A N D U D N O

→
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A nother day of rest on and around Trwyn yr 
Wylfa was on the cards. We did a couple of easy 
walks in to the local towns, Penmaenmawr and 

Dwygygylchi (both are easier to say than they look!). 
The campsite does not cram them in so there is plenty 

of space to walk and for kids to play. With the magnificent 
panoramic views and the stunning mountain back drop it’s 
a relaxing place to just sit and enjoy life. 

The facilities are good with “pod” showers which include 
family units. The staff were friendly, supportive and freely 
available to help with any local queries you may have. 
One thing that did amuse and amaze us was the number 
of younger campers who would drive to and from the 
showers in the morning. Very fit looking people who we 
would later see setting out on bikes or walking, yet needed 
the cars to get to the toilets on a bright sunny morning. 
The world is constantly changing I suppose.
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A fter a day of rest today is a bike ride along the 
NCR 5 from the campsite to Conwy Town. 
The cycle track to Conwy is just 6 miles and  

takes you between the railway and the coast. We put 
Max in the a basket on one of the bikes and set out 
for the day, stopping along the way at Conwy Morfa 
Beach to exercise the dog and walk on the sand.

Conwy is a walled market town with an enormous 
castle, one of the Iron Ring of Castles built by Edward 
1st in his subjugation of Wales in the 13th century 
and remains one of Britain’s best preserved medieval 
towns. The castle is a World Heritage Site with the 
best preserved walls in Europe. The views from the 
castle are of Snowdonia one way and the Conwy 
estuary the other, either of which is stunning. By 
contrast It is also home to the smallest house in Great 
Britain, which can always fit in another paying tourist 
and the antique shop of Channel 4’s Salvage Hunter, 
Drew Pritchard, which you can’t pay to go in or even 
walk in to without prior appointment. 

We walked the walls, well some of the 3 or 4 miles 
of them, which is free to do and easily accessed 
at various points along the way, had a selfie at the 
smallest house and enjoyed a pint at the quayside on 
one of Conwy’s many pubs. 

The streets are cobbled in part and offer up great 
tourist and shopping opportunities with their nooks 
and crannies typical of such an ancient place. After 
a long day we retrieved the bikes from ther locked 
resting place, grateful for the charged batteries that 
would assist us on our ride along the beach and back 
to our temporary home at Trwyn yr Wylfa. 

C O N W Y  C A S T L E
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O ur last day of our week’s break, so up early 
having packed most things the night before 
and off to the National Trust’s Penrhyn Castle 

& Gardens just 11 miles west on the A55, a very easy 
journey for the motorhome. 

Penrhyn Castle is a statement home and a legacy of 
Victorian servitude at home and suspect colonialism 
abroad, all the same it is an imposing structure. The 
castle in its present form was built by George Hay-
Dawkins Pennant from money he received after the 
abolishment of slavery as compensation for “losing” 
his 700+ slaves in his West Indies Sugar plantations. 
He used forced labour, from the Welsh Slate mines 
he owned, to build it as an estimated cost of £50m in 
today’s value. Suffice to say his memory is not recalled 
with any fondness. The time represents the worst of 
times in our empire’s legacy both at home and on our 
own island. 

Having said that the Castle is worth a visit for the 
gardens and the building, if not only to learn of such 
terrible and distasteful history that supported the 
Victorian-era wealth. Penrhyn also houses a Railway 
museum, sadly closed during our visit, and houses one 
of Wales’ finest art collections including artists such 
as Canaletto and influential landscape Artist Richard 
Wilson, himself a Welshman.

Fittingly the Castle and the 40,000 acres became 
the property of the National Trust when the family 
could not pay death duties in the 1940s. ●

P E N R H Y N  C A S T L E  &  G A R D E N S
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Bureau de Change
LET’S GO TOURING OVERSEAS AGAIN! TOURING MAGAZINE 

BRINGS YOU UP TO SPEED WITH THE RULES FOR TOURING 

ON THE CONTINENT AND IRELAND, AND UP-TO-DATE WITH 

THE LATEST FERRY CROSSINGS
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T
ouring overseas has been 
somewhat stifled in recent months 
due to the various restrictions on 
movement in relation to Covid-19. 
Now we’re seeing greater freedoms 
to travel abroad, you may be 
looking for a return road trip 

overseas as soon as you possibly can, or you may be 
new to touring and wish to prepare for your first-ever 
overseas tour having bought a campervan, motorhome 
or touring caravan. Here’s what you need to know.

VISAS
Currently, these are not necessary for British citizens 
for travel of up to 90 days in any 180-day period to 
countries within the Schengen area, which include all 
EU countries except Croatia, Bulgaria, Romania, Cyprus 
and Ireland. For stays beyond 90 days, a visa will be 
required from the respective country; time spent in the 
countries specifically mentioned above does not count 
towards the 90 days total. 

From the end of 2022, British citizens will require 
an ETIAS visa waiver from the European 
Travel Information and Authorisation 
System to enter Schengen countries (one 
visa waiver will cover multiple countries). 
This is available for a fee; it is necessary 
to fill out a form online at: www.atiasvisa.
com. Note that British Citizens will not 
need either a visa or ETIAS visa waiver 
to visit Ireland, which is a part of the 
Common Travel Area.

PASSPORTS
Both adult and child passports issued in 
the UK need to have at least six months 

remaining before they are due to expire from your date 
of travel for visits to the EU. No passport is required 
to travel to Ireland, however, it is recommended that 
you do take a passport as proof of nationality will be 
required.

INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMIT
Your Great Britain or Northern Ireland photocard 
driving licence is sufficient to drive in the EU, 
Switzerland, Norway, Liechtenstein or Iceland. You 
do need a 1968 IDP for driving in Andorra. Those 
with driving licences issued in the Isle of Man or 
Channel Islands, or who have a paper driving licence, 
should check as the ruling about IDPs varies. IDPs are 
available from UK post offices.

VEHICLE INSURANCE AND 
REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS
From 2nd August 2021, you will not 
need a Green Card, otherwise issued by your insurance 
provider, to drive in EU countries plus Switzerland, 
Norway, Liechtenstein, Iceland or Andorra. Your 

standard insurance documents will suffice, 
but do check that they cover theft and 
damage in addition to the standard third-
party insurance. You should also check with 
your insurance provider if you plan to tow a 
caravan, as both car and caravan may well 
require a Green Card. 

UK-registered vehicles currently require a 
GB identification sticker placed on the rear 
of the vehicle. However, from September 
28th, this will need to be a ‘UK’ sticker. You 
will also require a number plate displaying 
UK, not GB from this time, and without the 
EU flag. 
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“Your Great Britain or Northern 
Ireland photocard driving licence is 

sufficient to drive in the EU”
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You must also carry the V5C vehicle logbook and, if 
taking your vehicle to Liechtenstein, you’ll also need to 
apply for an International Certificate for Motor Vehicles; 
this is free and you should apply online at: https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-an-
international-certificate-for-motor-vehicles-icmv. 

Don’t forget the compulsory equipment that may 
be required for the countries you’re touring; a useful 
source for this is the AA website: https://www.theaa.
com/european-breakdown-cover/driving-in-europe/
what-do-i-need

TRAVEL INSURANCE
If you have an existing European Health Insurance Card 
(EHIC), it remains valid until its expiry date. Thereafter, 
you can apply for the new UK Global Health Insurance 
Card (GHIC), which will cover you for medical services 
and emergencies. The GHIC is free and can be applied 
for at: gov.uk/global-health-insurance-card. You may 
prefer to ensure that your travel insurance covers your 
health and medical needs.

PETS
Pet passports are no longer valid for travel to the 
EU. Instead, you’ll need to obtain an Animal Health 
Certificate from a vet.  The AHC is only valid for four 
months, for a single trip to the EU and entry back into 
the UK. You’ll need a new AHC for each trip to the EU. 
You should also check before booking any ferries as only 
certain approved routes are allowed for travel with pets.

MOBILE PHONE AND 
BANK/CREDIT CARDS
Check with your providers about possible roaming 
charges or whether the use of your bank or credit card 
in an EU country will be affected.

FOOD
You’ll be ok to return to the 
UK with that deliciously 
smelly cheese. However, 
you’ll need to munch on 
your ham and cheese 
sandwich before you cross 
the Channel from the UK, 
and have to wait until you 
arrive in whichever EU country you’re 
heading to before you buy your pint of milk. Neither 
will you be able to stock your fridge with meat or any 
other dairy products prior to your arrival in the EU.

COVID-19
All of the above are irrespective of additional 
requirements regarding Covid-19. You should also 
check the current requirements for entry into the 
country you’re aiming to visit, and for your return 
to the UK (including the compulsory Passenger 
Locator Form). To find out up to date information 
on these requirements, you can visit: https://www.
gov.uk/guidance/travel-abroad-from-england-during-
coronavirus-covid-19  ●
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Eurotunnel
Folkestone to Coquelles 
(between Calais & Boulogne-sur-Mer) 35mins

DFDS 
Dover to Calais 1½hrs
Dover to Dunkerque 2hrs
Newcastle to Amsterdam (Ijmuiden) 15hrs
Newhaven to Dieppe 4hrs

Brittany Ferries
Portsmouth to Caen 5 ¾hrs/7hrs
Portsmouth to St Malo 11hrs
Portsmouth to Cherbourg 8hrs
Portsmouth to Le Havre 3¾hrs
Poole to Cherbourg 4½hrs
Plymouth to Roscoff 5½hrs/9hrs
Portsmouth to Bilbao 23 ½ hrs
Portsmouth to Santander 28½hrs/32¾hrs
Plymouth to Santander 20hrs

P&O Ferries
Dover to Calais 1½hrs
Hull to Rotterdam 11hrs
Hull to Zeebrugge 12½hrs
Cairnyan to Larne 1½hrs
Liverpool to Dublin 8hrs

Stena Line
Cairnryan to Belfast 2¼hrs
Liverpool to Belfast 8hrs
Holyhead to Dublin Port 1½hrs/3¼ hrs
Fishguard to Rosslare 3½hrs
Harwich to Hook of Holland 6hrs

Irish Ferries
Holyhead to Dublin 1¾hrs/3¼hrs
Pembroke to Rosslare 3¾hrs
Dover to Calais 1½hrs 

Condor Ferries
Poole to Guernsey/Jersey 3hrs/12hrs 55mins
Portsmouth to Guernsey/Jersey 4hrs/8hrs 55mins
Poole to St Malo 6hrs 20mins

FERRY CROSSINGS IN 2021

DISCOVER MORE
www.brittany-ferries.co.uk
www.condorferries.co.uk
www.dfdsseaways.co.uk
www.eurotunnel.com
www.irishferries.com
www.poferries.com
www.stenaline.co.uk 
www.discoverferries.com



 O c e a n, 

l a n d  & a i r



 O c e a n, 

l a n d  & a i r

THRILLSEEKERS INDEFINITE WANDER USED 
QUARANTINE TIME IN AUSTRALIA TO BUILD THEIR 

VAN AND PLAN AN EPIC TRIP

All photos © Indefinite Wander
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W
e left Taunton in 
February 2019 where 
we backpacked around 
South East Asia for 
6 months managing 
to visit 7 beautiful 
countries.

Our first stop was Thailand.  We 
stayed in Bangkok for a couple nights 
and then headed north where we 
explored Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and 
Pai. Each were unique in their own way, 
offering a wide variety of spectacular 
temples, natural canyons, and the most 
memorable visit, going to an ethical 
elephant sanctuary. It was truly an 
unforgettable experience being up close 
and personal with the rescued elephants

Next stop, Vietnam - Alan’s favourite 
country that we visited in South East 
Asia.  We began travelling along the 
coast from the south to north – our 
favourite stops were Phong Nha and 
Ha Giang. Phong Nha is famous for its 
caves, there are over 500 including the 
largest in the world. We visited a few 
and they were all breathtaking – we 
loved walking through the incredible 
natural forms. Further north, we did the 
famous Ha Giang loop. We hired semi-
auto bikes and rode around the loop 
over 4 days and the views were probably 
some of the best we’d ever seen! 

Then Laos where Viki celebrated her 
birthday at the Kuang Si Falls, and we 
joined in with the biggest water fight we 
have ever experienced. Every Laos New 
Year they celebrate by having the most 
epic water fight you could imagine; 
everyone had water guns, buckets, 
hoses, spraying anyone and everyone 
that drove or walked by, it was brilliant! 

Cambodia was next on our trip, this 
country displayed the most beautiful 
architecture in their temples, Angkor 
Wat and Preah Khan Temple being our 
favourites. 

We then went back to Thailand to 
explore the great islands of the south, 
and became qualified SSI Level 1 
Freedivers which was a very memorable 
course, and such an accomplishment.

Malaysia was our next destination 
which we absolutely loved, there was so 
much to see in this country; incredible 
views, stunning temples, interesting 
history, and of course the overwhelming 
city of Kuala Lumpur. 

We also stayed in Singapore for just a 
few nights, but made the most of every 
minute we had.

We didn’t get much time in Indonesia 
before we had to return home, but we 
were able to visit Bali and a few little 
towns within it, which were beautiful. 
We would like to return one day. 

We then had to return home for a 
few months for a family matter, but 
after our home visit, we flew out to 
the Philippines. It was Viki’s favourite 
country that we travelled to in Asia. 
Absolutely beautiful! There are endless 
islands to visit, and so much to see on 
each one. The ocean was crystal clear 
and full of marine life, and the famous 
Barracuda Lake in Coron, Palawan was 
out of this world. 

Then we travelled to Australia and 
were lucky to get in just in time before 
Covid hit. We have been in Australia 
since. Perth, in Western Australia is our 
current home away from home.

Because everything was very 
uncertain on our arrival, we decided to 
be safe by renting an apartment and 
working for the first 6 months to see 
what would happen with the virus. 
Covid settled over here so we began 
planning our travels.

First things first, we needed a van. 
We found a Mitsubishi Delica L400, 
long wheel base 4x4…perfect! Over the 
6 months and beyond whilst we were 
doing farm work, we converted our →
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Delica into our perfect little home.
Once ready, we finally got to use him 

properly and go for a trip around South 
West Australia. Our route began in 
Esperance where the pristine beaches 
and the crystal clear blue waters 
outshone our expectations.

Bremer Bay was next on route, a 
small town famous for its Orcas. We 
joined a tour and were lucky enough to 
see many of these incredibly intelligent 
creatures up close.

Then Albany, one of our favourite 
stops of this trip. An atmospheric 
town, stunning national parks, and the 
best bit, the epic 4x4 routes where we 
found our most favourite camp spot 
– right along the coast with the most 
incredible views you could imagine.

After that, Denmark, famous for its 
Elephant Rocks and Greens Pool is 
a gorgeous coastal spot perfect for 
snorkelling; Peaceful Bay offered more 
exciting 4x4 tracks, particularly along 
the white sandy beaches.

Walpole was home to the Valley of 
the Giants, a man-made tree top walk 
surrounding giant Tingle Tree.

At Pemberton & Northcliffe where 
we were deep in the forest, we daringly 
climbed the Gloucester Tree. Not 
strapped in, no harness, no safety 
equipment, just metal pins scattering 
the surface of the 58 metre tall tree, 
and a fine netting wrapping around the 
outside. The extreme-jelly-legs were 
worth the view at the top.

Then Margaret River, the surfers 
paradise had delicious vegan food and 
endless wineries and Dunsborough, 
another favourite – a beautiful little 
town along the coast; and then finally, 
back to Perth. 

What we noticed is the further you 
get from Perth the easier it is to live 
nomadically. Most towns will have 
a water source you can get drinking →
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water from (we use an inline filter just 
for extra precaution) usually located 
close to the visitors information centre 
if there is one. You can also find free 
24, 48 and 72 hour stop over areas 
that allow you to pull up as long as 
you’re self contained. Alternately 
most national parks have very cheap 
campsites with basic facilities allowing 
a 7 day max stay usually.

We’re fortunate to have the extended 
option of wild camping in some of the 
most beautiful spots only accessible 
by 4x4. We came across our favourite 
spot in Albany whilst exploring the 4x4 
tracks near the coast, we chose one 
enticing route which at first looked 
amateur, but it wasn’t too long before 
we were in very soft sand, tackling 
huge rocks, and balancing our poor 
Delica at a very precarious angle. But 
we pushed through and made it to the 
most beautiful spot with a spectacular 
view overlooking the ocean for miles. 

When deciding to travel Australia 
we knew our van had to be a 4x4. You 
can only access 50% of the country 
via paved roads and all the best spots 
are often located down the 4x4 tracks. 
Enter our 1997 Mitsubishi Delica 4x4! 
When we bought him he was an 
unmolested LWB high roof with a fair 
few areas to address mechanically and 

W I L D  T H I N G S
There’s been a few close-calls with kangaroos, the 

main one being when we were driving through the 

countryside and a kangaroo jumped out into the road 

and over the windscreen of our van, missing us by a 

hair. We’ve also come across many other amazing species, 

Thorny Devils, Huntsman spiders, Tiger Snakes, Goannas, 

Emus, Kookaburras, and many more. But the creepiest we’ve 

encountered has to be finding a Red Back with a centipede 5 times 

the size of the spider in its web. The centipede was still alive and 

wriggling whilst the spider was biting it drawing blood.

This is honestly the first time we have ever felt the feeling of 

‘heebie-jeebies’, it was horrible, but fascinating to watch!

→

Indefinite Wander
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electronically but most importantly 
with a solid chassis. We stripped him 
bare and progressively built up his 
interior in stages whilst travelling and 
living in him.

Our design decisions wouldn’t be 
considered conventional here in Oz. 
Usually most setups in a van of our 
size have outside kitchens with no real 
way of cooking inside.

We wanted the option of both 
inside and outside cooking so we can 
ship the van to colder climates and 
enjoy being away from the elements. 
Because of this we have quite a 
large kitchen work top with plenty of 
cupboard storage, a small sink with 
running water and an extraction fan in 
the roof.

For sleeping, our sofa folds up into 
a small double, it’s pretty cozy. Under 
the bed we have storage space with an 
arch for storage over the back of the 
van.

For power we have a 100mah 
Lithium Ion battery hooked up to 
200w solar on the roof. A 1000w 
inverter provides our 240v and the 
lights, water pump, extraction fan and 
fridge are all on a 12v system. We can 
carry 40L of water and enough fresh 
food to last at least a week. 

Mechanically Alan does all 
the servicing, maintenance and 
modification. As long as you 
have a good grasp on automotive 
maintenance, there is a huge following 
for Delicas throughout numerous 
different forums.

With so much information it’s 
pretty easy to find the solution to any 
problem. There are however some 
downsides to owning a Delica. If you 
don’t upgrade your cooling system 
with an alloy expansion tank and a 3 
row alloy radiator you’re more than 
likely going to overheat and crack your →

DERRY THE DELICA
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head in the hotter Australian climate!
They also have very little rust 

protection from factory and being 
a hybrid ladder/monocoque chassis 
once they start to rust they are a pig 
to repair. Ours took us a fair while to 
find and once in our ownership the 
first thing on the list was completely 
rust proofing the underside and hollow 
sections of the chassis. Once we’d 
modified him with some Toyo Open-
country A/T tyres, Tome bash plate, 
rear spring helpers and a snorkel we 
felt ready to hit some really tough 
terrain. There’s still a huge list of 
modifications we’d love to do but 
snazzy parts cost money and right now 
we’d much rather put that money into 
the fuel tank.

There’s a sense of freedom whilst 
travelling and working on the road. You 
have no ties, and you can choose what 
you do for work and when you want to 
do it.  It’s a huge thing for Australians 
to lap their country and we’ve met so 
many different people from all walks of 
life completing their lap. 

Alan specialises in aerial drone 
operation and First Person View (FPV) 
drone video, whilst Viki uses her 
camera experience and dive training 
to capture stunning underwater 
videography and photos. Western 
Australia has to be one of the best 
places for underwater imagery with its 
endless coastline, vast abundance of 
marine life, and the crystal clear water. 
We have just started OLA Creative 
Media. OLA stands for Ocean - Land 
- Air. It’s early days and currently we’re 
building up our portfolio with relevant 
content so we can start marketing 
ourselves to prospective clients.

Currently we are settling in Perth for 
a 6 month period. We aim to boost 
our savings whilst also continuing the 
modifications on the Delica. Once →
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ready, provided covid is under control 
we will be heading over to the east 
coast of Australia via the south and 
we may also take the ferry out to 
Tasmania. After Australia we plan to 
ship the van to either New Zealand or 
Canada depending on what the global 
situation is at the time.

We usually have a rough plan and 
then the adventure is spontaneous 
along the way! ●

If you want to see our new Ola Creative Media business 

develop, find us on Instagram and Facebook 

@olacreativemedia or head to our website at 

www.olacreativemedia.com
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Shore Caravan Site
Of all the campsites featured here, this has, arguably the most spectacular 
of locations. Tucked away at the end of a no-through-road, the campsite lies 
directly beside Achmelvich Beach. This beautiful, sheltered bay, regarded as 
one of the best in the UK, has soft white sand and fabulous rocky outcrops for 
scrambling. Situated in the Highlands of Scotland, the site is less than a mile 
from the North Coast 500 route. 

106 Achmelvich, Lochinver, Sutherland, IV27 4JB



Pentewan Sands
Few campsites can offer the use of a private beach, but Pentewan Sands can. 
This lovely site, within a handful of miles of the charming Mevagissey, offers a 
large, flat pitching area, together with static holiday caravans for rent. There’s a 
holiday park feel to the site, with a restaurant, fish and chip takeaway and well-
stocked supermarket. There are also tennis courts, bike hire and an RYA certified 
training centre based on the beach, with opportunities for sailing, water-skiing and 
wakeboarding. Kids will love the adventure playground – on the beach.

Pentewan, St Austell , Cornwall , PL26 6BT







Jollydays Glamping
This gorgeous glamping site, set in 200 acres of woodland, offers 
a true back-to-nature experience, where you can discover the 
sights and sounds of the woods and escape the daily pressures 
of technology. Each Woodland Tent sleeps six in full-sized beds 
and you have your own toilet, shower and roll-top bath. There’s 
also a kitchen with hob and fridge, a barbecue on your private 
veranda, and a wood burning stove. If you don’t want to cook, just 
a couple of minutes’ stroll through the wood is the Northwood 
Kitchen, a fabulous woodland kitchen and bar serving everything 
from Continental breakfasts and morning barista coffee to lunches, 
evening meals and woodland cocktails.

Buttercrambe Moor Wood, York, YO41 1AP



Photo: Camping In The Forest

Swallowholme Camping & Caravan Park
Within the Peak District National Park, this dog-free site has the enviable location at the convergence of the 
Hope Valley and the Derwent Valley, with the River Derwent running alongside the site. Hence, fishing for 
trout and grayling is permitted with a current licence. The site is within walking distance of the tiny Bamford 
Railway Station, allowing visitors easy access to the rest of the Hope Valley by public transport.

Station Road, Bamford, Hope Valley, S33 0BN
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Gwern Gof Isaf
One of the oldest campsites in the UK, serving campers for more than 100 years, 
Gwern Gof Isaf is also in one of the most dramatic of locations. The remarkable 
and distinct Tryfan, one peak of the Snowdonia mountain range, sits behind the 
campsite. There are five spacious camping fields catering for 50 tents and small 
campervans with a handful of electric hook-ups (but no chemical disposal point). 
Be aware that, as this is a working sheep farm, while no dogs are allowed to 
accompany guests, there are working sheep dogs that live here.

Capel Curig, Betws-y-Coed, Conwy, LL24 0EU
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Durrell Wildlife Camp
No dogs allowed but be prepared to wake up to the 
sound of orangutans and baboons instead! This 
amazing glamping site, with geodome safari pods to 
rent, is situated within the grounds of Durrell Wildlife 
Park on the Channel Island of Jersey. It’s directly 
overlooking some of the animal enclosures and 
you’ll be likely to drift off to sleep to the sound of the 
animals. Each pod has a double bed plus children’s 
beds, plus separate pods with private shower and a 
fully-equipped kitchen. You also have a private decking 
area outdoors with sun loungers and dining furniture.

Le Profonde Rue, Jersey, JE3 5SR





Cotswold Camping at Holycombe
This serene campsite offers camping for tents and small campervans plus several individual 
glamping experiences. It’s regarded as a quiet, eco-site with compost loos and a rustic 
camper’s kitchen. There are specific rules to maintain the peaceful ambience, including 
no musical instruments, radios or children under 12 years. Camping is within the site of an 
historic Norman castle, with the water-filled moat surrounding the site. Holistic retreats and 
therapy treatments such as reflexology and mindful massage, offered on site at Holycombe 
Retreats, may also be booked.

Whichford, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire,  CV36 5PH
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Two Hoots Campsite
Not only are there no dogs here, there are no children either. This 
is an adults-only site, with glamping options in camping pods and 
shepherd’s huts plus five hardstanding pitches for caravans and 
motorhomes with own facilities. The site, which is situated on 
the edge of the South Downs National Park, is open all year but 
booking is essential; as an award-winner, Two Hoots is very popular, 
not least for the remarkable views over the Hampshire hills.

Sutton Wood Lane, Blighton, Alresford, 
Hampshire, SO24 9SG
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Etherley Farm
A working farm in the heart of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, Etherley Farm offers back-to-basics camping in two 
meadows surrounded by beautiful hedgerows and woods. The site 
is very informal, without specified pitches so you can choose your 
spot – and campfires are allowed, too. There are ducks, geese, sheep 
and cattle on the farm – and you can purchase the farm’s own 
produce at the on-site farm shop, including some fabulous burgers 
for the barbecue. Walkers and cyclists will be in seventh-heaven; 
Leith Hill, the highest point in Surrey, is a short walk/cycle ride away 
on woodland trails and quiet country lanes.

Leith Hil l  Lane, Ockley, Surrey, RH5 5PA
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Fontmills Farm Campsite
Set in 140 acres of beautiful East Sussex countryside, 
Fontmills Farm is a family-run working farm. The 
campsite is situated in a beautiful and undisturbed 
20-acre meadow; you’ll have sheep and horses as 
neighbours in the paddocks above and a vast hay 
pasture below, allowing you to take in the views. In 
addition to spacious camping pitches, there ae three 
beautiful bell tents and a new shepherd’s hut for hire. 
Guests can enjoy walking countryside footpaths and 
cycling along the tree-lined Cuckoo Trail as well as 
visiting Sussex’s iconic coastlines and pretty villages.

North Street, Hell ingly, 
East Sussex, BN27 4EB



Kingsdown International Camping Centre
If you’re planning a visit to coastal Kent for a look at the White Cliffs, Kingsdown is one of 
the best located sites, with fabulous views across the English Channel from the pitches. The 
cliff-top site allows easy walking access to the beach and the England Coast Path, a nearby 
golf course plus three popular pubs, including The Zetland Arms, directly on the beach. The 
pretty towns of Deal, Sandwich and the port at Dover are a 10-minute drive. Campfires and 
barbecues are allowed. The sunsets are vintage.

The Avenue, Kingsdown, Kent, CT14 8DU





All imsges © Caroline Mills except those marked



Denny Wood & Matley Wood
If you love being surrounded by trees, you’ll love these two sites in the New Forest 
National Park. Both are part of the Camping in the Forest group of back-to-nature 
campsites where you camp among the trees and open glades of the woodland, with 
the freedom to choose your pitch. There are no electric hook-ups or amenities, so 
you have to be self-sufficient with toilet and washing facilities. Ashurst, another of 
the Camping in the Forest sites within the New Forest is also dog-free. Expect to see 
the roaming New Forest ponies that potter past your pitch.

Beaulieu Road, Lyndhurst, SO43 7FZ
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MIDLANDS-BASED VW CAMPERVAN SPECIALIST 
CAMPERKING OFFERS FIVE MODELS AND A MULTITUDE 
OF OPTIONS FOR BESPOKE DESIGN. CAROLINE MILLS 
FINDS OUT MORE
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I
’m sat in the customer café in 
CamperKing’s large showroom, an 
expansive site four miles north of 
Banbury, close to where the county 
borders of Oxfordshire, Warwickshire 
and Northamptonshire meet. 

There are cosy red bucket seats 
surrounding tables and a line of four white 
leather bar stools lined up alongside the 
kitchenette. There’s a lot of red – and 
grey; it’s all part of the branding. And 
Union Jack cushions – unsurprising, as, 
but for the VW base vehicle, pretty much 
everything is made ‘in-house’ at this 
British campervan specialist.

ONCE UPON A 
DECADE AGO
CamperKing has its roots in the late 
Noughties, when it began as a very small, 
independent van converter. The business 
has since been bought by Spencer Grey 
and his family, whose vision for the 
company has seen it grow to the largest 
volume VW campervan manufacturer 
in the UK. CamperKing now produces 
more than 30 campervans per week, with 
capacity to create 1,000 vehicles per year. 
More than 100 employees work for the 
company.

In March 2020, days before the first 
national Covid-19 lockdown began, 
Spencer was offered his ideal location 
near Banbury for a new showroom, 
providing the opportunity for further 
expansion. Says Stuart Kidman, Marketing 

Manager for CamperKing, “Spencer 
had the deeds to the property in his 
hands, and, sat with the company’s 
General Manager, questioned whether 
to sign contracts or not just days before 
lockdown.” They did, and have not looked 
back since, with a bustling, airy showroom 
and an ever-extending area outside for 
handing over the keys to customers of its 
25-strong fleet of rental vans.

MAKER, NOT CONVERTER
CamperKing positions itself as a 
manufacturer rather than a converter. 
Little wonder, for, rather than buying in 
ready-made components from other 
companies and fitting them together, 
CamperKing creates everything bar the 
gas bottle and the barbecue (which you 
might want to buy in the retail area above 
the showroom).

Says Stuart, “Our workshop is based 
in nearby Kineton, where we have a 
large team of crafts people making the 
interior furniture and fittings. We also 
make our own pop-up roof, to our own 
design, rather than buy in pre-made stock 
from other manufacturers. The family 
also part-own an upholstery business in 
Staffordshire, so all the furnishings are 
beautifully handmade and stitched there, 
to the customer’s specification. And, if a 
customer wishes to have anything custom 
designed on the exterior, such as a two-
tone paint finish or a non-standard VW 
colour, we have a bodyshop across county, 

CamperKing

→
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MIDLANDS-BASED VW CAMPERVAN SPECIALIST CAMPERKING 

OFFERS FIVE MODELS AND A MULTITUDE OF OPTIONS FOR 

BESPOKE DESIGN. CAROLINE MILLS FINDS OUT MORE
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in Bidford-on-Avon. We can also make suspension 
alterations and add rails, too.”

END-TO-END EXPERIENCE – 
HIRE AND REWARD
Buying and owning a campervan is meant to be 
an exciting experience, aided by excellent customer 
service. 

At CamperKing, any campervan developed for 
customers will be based upon a brand-new long-or 
short-wheelbase VW T6.1 with a choice of tailgate 
or barn doors dependent on the vehicle. However, 
if customers have already bought a secondhand 
van ready for conversion, it’s possible to make a 
CamperKing conversion on pre-owned T5 and T6 
VWs, with the odd alteration.

“It may be that the first experience a customer has 
of CamperKing is by renting one of our own-brand 
campervans. We currently have a fleet of 25 vehicles, 
with plans to extend that to 50 by 2022, which we 
believe will make it the largest campervan rental fleet 
in the UK”, says Stuart

“We offer a Try Before You Buy scheme, so rental 
customers can receive the cost of hire back from the 
cost of buying a new campervan should they then go 
on to buy one.

“When a customer comes to collect their new 
campervan, we make quite an occasion of it. 
We have a dedicated ‘Departure Lounge’ within the 
showroom.

“The customers’ gleaming new vehicle is there 
waiting for them, we provide a full practical and 
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ceremonial handover before waving them off on their 
first adventures.”

Beyond that, CamperKing offers MOT and servicing 
on the base vehicles, warranty work and, for the 
interior, a full habitation check. For customers that 
return the vehicle each year for this service, it’s possible 
to have a full lifetime warranty on the campervan 
conversion.

“But it’s more than simply about the vehicle,” says 
Stuart. “It’s about the lifestyle and we want to be 
there for our customers throughout their time with 
a CamperKing van. That’s where Club CamperKing 
comes in. Each member receives discounts in the 
showroom shop (where all kinds of accessories are 
on display, including driveaway awnings and tents, 
barbecues, camping equipment and all things to make 

campervanning easy and more fun), plus discounts 
on other gear, and discounts on the first year of 
membership with The Caravan and Motorhome Club.

We have a really active Club CamperKing Facebook 
group, with lively chat about where customers have 
been, what they’re doing, and what upgrades they’ve 
had. Plus, the club organises rallies and meet-ups 
for owners, including one planned for May 2022, in 
Brittany, northwest France.”

THE CONFIGURATION LOUNGE
Perhaps the most exciting area within CamperKing’s 
showroom is the Configuration Lounge. Here, having 
looked at the five available layouts that CamperKing 
offer, dotted around the showroom, customers put 
together their ideal van. It’s an inspiring space – all →
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glass and mirrors, with comfortable sofas and mood 
boards to mix and match. Pick out your furniture 
colour scheme, match it to your worktop design plus 
your flooring material and then choose your upholstery 
fabric, whether zingy hot colours and easy wipe-down 
cloth or hand-stitched leather. Then, go into detail and 
determine diamond lozenge stitching in contrasting 
thread or something else – checks, maybe, or stripes. 

Finally, choose your wheels – because there are 
plenty of designs from which to select.

Says Stuart, “We can offer as much or as little choice 
as a customer would like. If they’re undecided as to 
their needs, we can recommend VW base vehicle 
options and one of our five layouts that have subtle 
differences; these we have identified over time as 
being the most preferred by existing customers. Then 
we can help with specification and go through the 
options in detail.”

While CamperKing’s HQ in north Oxfordshire is the 
main location from which to take a leisurely look at the 
five layouts on display, there are also 17 geographically 
spread dealerships across the UK. Three of these have 
a Configuration Lounge where you can select your 
options in the same way as you can at HQ. Otherwise, 
there is a mix-and-match configurator online. There’s 
always a selection of pre-owned CamperKing vans 
on the forecourt, too, where customers have part-
exchanged a van for something new.

CamperKing

→
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S T  T R O P E Z  
The entry-level St Tropez is available as a 
long- or short-wheelbase campervan. The 
simple layout, with the core furniture module 
running sleekly along the offside of the ‘van, 
gives the feeling of spaciousness.

There’s no grill but a twin hob and 50-litre 
Dometic fridge/freezer. There’s space to carry 
a portable toilet in the rear of the ‘van, behind 
the rock’n’roll bench seat.

L E  M A N S  
This mid-range option is available as a 
short-wheelbase vehicle only. There are 
six travelling seats with the double cab 
passenger seat and three-person-width 
rock’n’roll seat/bed in the rear. This allows 
the double bed to be wider, but the storage 
space a little narrower than the Monte Carlo.

There’s no grill in this model, for those 
that aren’t that fussed about cooking 
indoors, but you do get a single-burner hob 
and sink.

While there are any number of configurations in VW T6.1 base vehicle 
specifications, floor, upholstery and furniture combinations, there are just five 
main layouts from which to select, helping to narrow down the decision-making 

process. These vary from the entry-level Le Mans to the high-level finesse of the Portofino. 
However, some things remain the same throughout. All models are four-berth, all have a 
pop-top roof with double bed, and all include a Dometic wind-out sunshade attached to 
the nearside (over the sliding habitation door). All models include a double passenger seat 
in the cab as standard, so providing an extra travelling seat. However, it’s possible to opt for 
a single passenger seat alongside the driver’s seat, which allows both seats to swivel and 
create a spacious lounge area for four/five people.
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M O N T E  C A R L O  
A mid-range model that is available as either a short- 
or long-wheelbase vehicle. Both utilise a two-burner 
hob plus grill, and a 50-litre Dometic fridge/freezer. 
There’s more storage than the Le Mans, but a slightly 
narrower double bed/seating area in the rear. 

If you opt for the long-wheelbase version, there’s 
also a dedicated Porta Potti toilet area just behind 
the driver’s seat. In the short-wheelbase version this 
area is used for additional storage, though you could 
carry a portable toilet in the rear, behind the rock’n’roll 
bench seat. You’ll also find the gas locker here, 
conveniently in reach to house a Camping Gaz 907 
bottle.

S A N T O R I N I  
This campervan is towards the higher end of 
the CamperKing model range. It’s available as 
a long-wheelbase ‘van, with a wider, three-seat 
bench seat in the rear. It means there’s narrower 
cupboards on the offside but offers extra roof 
storage instead.

Like its fellow models, there are simple but 
effective solutions to age-old campervan 
problems; for example, as the roof lowers, an 
elastic strap pinches and pulls in the fabric 
of the roof skirt to prevent it from becoming 
trapped and torn beneath the lowered roof.

P O R T O F I N O  
The king of Camperking, the long-wheelbase 
Portofino offers luxury for those that really love 
to spend time in the ‘van and cook all year 
round. In place of the twin-hob (and separate 
grill in Monte Carlo and Santorini), there’s a 
Thetford Triplex full oven and grill plus three-
burner hob. A useful pull-out drawer fridge is 
deep enough to keep a pint of milk, a day’s 
fresh food and a bottle of wine cool.
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C A M P E R VA N  H I R E 
CamperKing campervan rentals are available as 
a 3- or 7-night package. Seven nights hire costs 
£795 per week in peak season and £595 per 
week, off-peak. This includes unlimited mileage, 
one insured driver, and any locations, including 
Europe (currently suspended, dependent on travel 
insurance and restrictions being lifted).

Customers that hire a ‘van for a minimum 
of 7 nights will receive a discount equivalent 
to 7-nights’ rental (ie £795) off the cost of a 
campervan they go on to purchase.

CamperKing
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DISCOVER MORE
CamperKing Ltd
Banbury Road
Warmington
Banbury
OX17 1JJ
01295 237920
www.camperking.co.uk
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I
m a writer who doesn’t make 
things up; in other words, I don’t 
write fiction. I’m always looking 
out for stories of real people, real 
events, real life, which explains 
my fascination with going into 
churches when I have some 

spare time. Even buildings that don’t look 
particularly interesting from the outside 
can reveal something surprising when you 
enter and nose about.

Take the parish church of St Mark the 
Evangelist at Hadlow Down …

In 1835, the Earl and Countess de la Warr 
made a gift of land for a church, vicarage 
and school in Hadlow Down, and Lord 
Liverpool, the then Prime Minister, who 
lived in nearby Buxted Park, contributed a 
sum of £100. The church was consecrated 
in 1836. Just before the First World War, 
another local dignitary, with money, 
decided to put his mark on St Mark’s. 
Charles Lang Huggins, married to Maud 
Agnes, who lived in Hadlow Grange, 
funded not a refurbishment, a virtual 
re-build. Much was pulled down, except 
the tower and walls of the nave of the 
original building. Added to these were a 
new chancel and a chapel and the building 
re-roofed.

Although the leaflet describes this 
new building as a ‘handsome structure’ 
I would describe it ‘as a solid, unexciting 
indulgence, not particularly attractive on 
the eye’ of a man who made sure that 
everybody knew that it was funded by 

Charles Lang Huggins Esq of Hadlow 
Grange.

But inside there are two gems – some 
wonderful stained glass and a family 
memorial of heart-breaking sadness. Both 
are in the Lady Chapel on the south side of 
the nave.

The windows in the chapel depict the 
Christian year in wild flowers and were 
given to the memory of Charles and 
Maud by their nine children. The details 
and colours are exquisite: lily, sunflower, 
crowfoot, scarlet Lychnis (sometimes called 
Jerusalem or Maltese cross), daffodil, lady’s 
smock, bluebell, snowdrop, crocus and 
primrose.

Perhaps one of the nine children 
inherited Hadlow Grange because the 
memorial plaque commemorates the lives 
of three sons of Basil and Rhona Huggins. 
Thomas Plumer Huggins was 19 and a 
Captain in The Buffs when he was killed in 
action in Dunkirk 28 April 1940. Roderick 
Huggins was a pilot officer in the RAF and 
was killed in action in Malta on 13 January 
1942; he was 23 years old. The final tragedy 
was for their third son to be killed in 
action in Dieppe on 8 August 1942; Derek 
Anthony Lang Huggins was 26 and a petty 
officer in the Royal Navy Patrol Service.

Three services; three brothers; three 
famous actions of the Second World War; 
three lives given for King and Country, so 
that we may live in freedom …

A church which definitely demands 
nosing in and around is All Saints, 

History

NOSING IN CHURCHES
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Mountfield, just north of Battle. The beauty 
of its position in the glorious and well-
wooded Weald. Its views north to the lush 
meadows of the Rother valley and south 
to the Brede, and then the modesty of the 
small yet beautifully proportioned church 
itself, still basically a Norman building with 
a tower and spire of oak shingles. It seems 
to be a natural part of the countryside and 
has grown from it.

 Inside there is plenty of light and 
a wonderful pointed wagon roof with 
hammer beams and much else to admire: 
the 12th century font carved from a single 
block of stone, a couple of hagioscopes 
or squints and murals, only discovered 
during restoration, of the Sun and the Ten 
Commandments. Only two, painted on the 
chancel wall in Elizabeth I’s reign, remain 
decipherable and unequivocal: ‘Thou shalt 
not commit adulterie’ and ‘Thou shalt not 
steale’. 

I paid for the church guide (sometimes, 
I must confess I read them and then 
return them to the rack) and glad that 
I did for inside was an excellent story: 
the Mountfield Treasure. On 12 January 
1863, William Butcher was ploughing a 
field on Taylor’s Farm when the plough 
became entangled in some metal. Butcher 
discovered that he’d turned up a cache 
of rings, bracelets and a large curved 
ornament. He showed them to the farmer 
who told them to keep them, thinking 
they were made of brass. Butcher took 
them to a dealer in Hastings, Silas Thomas, 

who gave the ploughman 5s 6d for the 
11 pounds in weight – 6d per lb being the 
going rate for brass.

But Thomas knew that the objects were 
made of gold.

Caring nothing for their antiquity and 
deciding against declaring the find to 
the authorities, he and his brother-in-law, 
Stephen Willett (who had been a gold 
prospector in California) took the trove to 
a goldsmith in London, Messers Brown of 
Cheapside, who paid for the weight - £529 
12s 7d. The objects were then melted down 
to be made into other things.

Eventually the news of the find leaked 
out and Thomas and Willett were 
prosecuted for concealing the treasure 
trove and fined the £530 they had received. 
From descriptions of the objects, they 
were probably Celtic or ancient British in 
origin and were some 2000 years old. The 
irony of the story is that if the find had 
been reported to the authorities, the finder 
would have received the full value of the 
gold and the objects today would probably 
be on display for all to see and admire in 
the British Museum. ●

Hadlow Down
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Chris McCooey writes non-fiction books 
on Kent and Sussex and gives talks on 
the same subjects as his titles. He owned 
a motorhome for a number of years and 
his Swift 600 was a great way for him to 
explore and research his books. For details 
go to www.chrismccooey.co.uk
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A s I stand a top Teggs Nose 
country park, in Cheshire, being 
battered by high winds and rain, 
I’m surrounded by heather and 

intertwined amongst it I see a dark green 
shrub. I reach down to lift up the low growing 
canopy of this shrub to find dark purple 
glowing jewels hanging gracefully, squeezed 
they explode the most amazing purple all 
over my hands and I find within seconds 
my tongue, teeth and lips are purple as I sit 
enjoying the delight that is bilberries.

Bi lberry  (Vacc in ium myrt i l lus)
Bilberries are a hairless low growing undershrub, 
covering large areas of land; they grow to a 
maximum height of 50cm, but can look taller 
when growing on sharply angled ground.

The flowers, appearing in clusters April-June, 
are globular or urn shaped, greenish turning pink 
with a length and width of 5-6mm.

The bright green leaves are oval shaped, often 
with a wavy margin and are finely toothed.

The purple to black fruit ripens from August 
through to September, growing within the 
whole shrub, making them more difficult to pick. 
They’re globular shaped 5-6mm in length and 
width with an indented tip.
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Bilberries

Bilberry and
Apple Tartlets

These tartlets are quick and easy to 
make, giving us the amazing deep flavour 

of bilberries in a mouthful – have them as a 
snack or served with ice cream as a dessert.

What you’ll need (to make 6 tartlets):

6 premade/cooked tartlet cases (fill as 
many as you can)

150g bilberries
2 large bramley apples, peeled and 

chopped to 1cm cubes
2 table spoon caster sugar

Method

In a pan place the bilberries, bramley 
apple and sugar and bring to a medium 
heat until it’s all softened up. Typically 

about 5 minutes.
Pour this filling in to as many tartlet cases 

as it will fill. If you’re using mini cases you 
will fill more of course.

Either eat them hot with a cuppa, or let 
them cool and serve with fresh vanilla ice 
cream as a scrumptious end of meal treat.

Totally Wild
James Wood is a renowned experimental wild 
food expert. His company Totally Wild UK 
offer foraging experiences throughout the UK 
The Foragers' Cookbook by James Wood is 
priced at £14.99 and available at
www.totallywilduk.co.uk
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Food and Drink

Ingredients

 ▶ 2 tbsp. veggy oil
 ▶ 2 medium onions, chopped
 ▶ 1kg minced beef
 ▶ 1 cup milk
 ▶ 2 slices of thick bread
 ▶ 1/2 cup raisins
 ▶ 1 teaspoon apricot jam
 ▶ 1 tbsp. hot chutney
 ▶ 1 tbsp. hot curry paste
 ▶ 1 tsp salt
 ▶ 1/2 tsp black pepper
 ▶ 1 large egg
 ▶ 1 pinch of salt
 ▶ 1 bay leaf 

 

Method

A hearty beef South African 
favourite, oven type set up 
needed.

Pre heat your oven to 190 C 
(medium). Lightly grease a 
medium/ large baking dish. Heat 
the oil in a fry pan over a med / 
high heat & cook onions till soft, 
break the beef into the pan & 
cook till brown. Put the milk in a 
shallow dish & soak the bread. 

Squeeze the milk from the 
bread & set the milk aside. Break 
the bread to the meat mix & stir 
in the raisins, jam, chutney, curry, 
salt & pepper.

Pour the mix into your baking 
dish & bake for 1 hour.

While the Bobotie bakes, whisk 
together the reserved milk,

egg & pinch of salt and pour 
over the dish. Lay the bay leaf on 
top and bake until golden brown, 
about 30 mins. Remove bay leaf 
before serving

Camp, Cook, Dine is a 
camping cookbook 
containing recipes 
written and tested by 

campers for other campers to enjoy 
good tasty food while camping.

This simple concept is made 
possible by featuring good food 
recipes that people have tried and 
tested while living the outdoor life 
either alone, with family or with 
friends. All the recipes have been 
cooked either on two gas rings, on 
a Cadac or Cobb or similar gas / 

charcoal fired  grills / barbeques. 
The pictures  shown are of meals 
cooked by the people submitting 
them.

Don’t forget: Campers love good 
food too !!

On-The-Road Recipes

Beef Bobotie
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COLLAPSIBLE 
WATERING CAN 
& BUCKET
£ 25

Lightweight and very durable, it can be used as 
both a watering can and a bucket. With a spout 
extension, perfect for topping up water tanks on 
caravans, motorhomes & campervans! (9 litre 
capacity).

COLLAPSIBLE COFFEE CUP
£ 12

Made from high grade food grade BPA 
free silicone, this clever coffee cup is ideal 
for liquids on the move. The removable lid 
makes cleaning easy and the carabiner hook 
is perfect for attaching to bags whilst out 
walking.

PERSONALISED 
MOTORHOME DOORMAT 
£ 34.99

Take a piece of home with you on your travels 
with this lovely personalised doormat! Looks 
great at home or outside your campervan!

Gifts and tools for
the campsite
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Product Spotlight

ENAMEL ADVENTURE MUG + 
DRAGON FLAME 
FIRELIGHTING KIT
£ 24.99
With a hard wearing flint and steel you’ll be able to get the 
fire started anywhere – even when it’s wet! Add oxygen 
with the supplied mini bellows and you’ll start roaring 
fires in minutes with this kit from our friends at House 
of Beyond. Also included are two wraps of Jute String,.6 
lengths of Fatwood (resin impregnated and ideal for 
firelighting) all contained in an easy to carry tin. The kit 
comes with a quality enamel mug featuring an original 
illustration that we just love.

GIANT TUMBLE TOWER
£65.99

Made using ethically sourced pine blocks, 
this game is stacks of fun and will bring 
together old and new friends on the 
campsite.

SPOT HOZUKI
£169

Designed in Japan, the Spot Hozuki 
is a multi-use light with adjustable 
positioning to allow for spotlight 
functionality - with the silhouette 
of a classic Hozuki lantern. Hang 
the battery-powered light with the 
adjustable hook.



TRAVEL TAKEN SERIOUSLY

JOIN

THE TRAVEL CLUB
THE MEMBERSHIP CLUB FOR SERIOUS TRAVELLERS

FROM BRADT GUIDES

Join here:
bradtguides.com/travelclub

Membership levels to suit all budgets

Be inspired
Free books and our monthly 

e-zine, packed with travel tips  
and inspiration

Save money
Exclusive offers and special 

discounts from our favourite 
travel brands

Plan the trip  
of a lifetime

Access our exclusive concierge 
service and have a bespoke 

itinerary created for you  
by a Bradt author
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